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Politics and International Relations

Australia’s View of Japan
Craig MARK

Australia has enjoyed positive relations with Japan for

many years, which is a remarkable development, as
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Australia and Japan were enemies in the Second World
War. A Commerce Agreement was signed between
and Co-operation in 1976, by which time Japan had
become Australia’s largest trading partner, particularly in
minerals and other commodity exports. Japan is still the
China). An Economic Partnership Agreement was recently
concluded in 2015, which will increase mutual trade even

Ever since the ‘bubble economy’ period of the
1970s-1980s, Australia has been a popular tourist
destination for Japanese people, which continues with

second largest trading partner for Australia today (after
further.

Australia and Japan in 1957, and a Treaty of Friendship

many Japanese students going on exchanges, and other
y Jap going 4

young people participating in the working-holiday

program in Australia. Australians are also increasingly
visiting Japan. They like to enjoy a range of activities, such
as skiing and other winter sports, and appreciating
Japanese culture, from ancient traditions such as tea
ceremony, gardens, architecture and cuisine, to modern
popular culture, particularly anime, manga and J-pop.
Apart from economic and social ties, Australia and Japan
have grown even closer in the diplomatic field, to the
official level of a ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ since
2014. Both Japan and Australia share the United States as
their main ally, and the three countries regularly hold the
Trilateral Strategic Dialogue. The Japanese Self-Defense
Force and the Australian Defence Forces have co-operated

in security training and operations, including Peacekeeping

Operations in Cambodia, East Timor, and Iraq. Australia
and Japan also participate together in international
organizations, particularly the G20, APEC, and the East

Sport is another area of close association, as Japan and
Australia are frequent rivals in the Asian group for the
soccer World Cup. Australians will also be paying close
attention to the Rugby World Cup, which will be held in
Tokyo in 2019, and also the 2020 Tokyo Olympics. The
Faculty of International Studies at Kyoritsu Women’s
University is therefore a perfect place for students to learn
more about Japan’s important foreign relations with

countries such as Australia.

Asia Summit.
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T E Interview

GSE: The Place to Develop 21st Century Skills

1.How did you become a researcher?

| decided to pursue an academic career because | could combine two of my
passions: research and education. | started my research career because as a
study abroad program administrator, | wanted to know how to better evaluate
study abroad programs in order to create a more impactful study abroad
experience for its participants. | also believe education and the process of
learning is exciting. When | teach, | enjoy engaging with students and seeing the
“a-ha moment” when all the information makes sense when tackling a difficult
concept. Learning is also a lifelong process. In the classroom, | feel fortunate to
continue to learn new perspectives from my students.

2.In connection with the questions above, why did you choose your subject or
discipline? How did you become interested in Japan (as a field of research)?

| gained my interest in comparative education and the sociology of education
during my college years when | studied abroad twice in Japan, firstin a summer
program and then for a year. | became curious as to why the study abroad
experience is such a transformative experience and interested in how it impacts
individuals differently. As | began to research about study abroad, | was intrigued
in its role in higher education and also society as a whole. | became interested in
Japan for my research because of its linguistic and cultural differences from the
us.

3.What are your impressions of Kyoritsu and the students of our faculty?

While | have only been at Kyoritsu a short time, | can tell my students are very
motivated and eager to learn. | believe my students chose to be a part of the
GSE program because they have a true desire to learn more about the world
while improving their English. The art of discussion and asking questions in class
is a learned skill. Although at first it can be challenging to contribute to
discussions or ask questions in class, over time it becomes easier. The first step is
to speak up!

4.What is your principle of teaching? What do you expect of the students in the
class?

My goal as an educator is to empower my students to be active learners by
giving them the necessary knowledge and tools for success. Many would say |
have high expectations for students in my classes. This is partly due to the
differences of US-Japan higher education as well as my own experiences at a
liberal arts college in the US. | expect active participation both inside (discussions
and presentations) and outside of the classroom (homework and research
projects). By giving students the responsibility to shape their own educational
experience, | hope to motivate my students to develop their critical thinking
skills as they discover new knowledge.

5.What is your actual research?

My research concerns the internationalization of US-Japan higher education and
cultural diplomacy. | am particularly interested in how study abroad impacts its
participants in subsequent life experiences, such as in their careers and personal
life, and how individuals remain connected to their study abroad host country
throughout their life. Last year | completed my research project on the
long-term impacts of Americans who studied abroad in Japan from 1963 to
2010. From this summer, | will begin research on the long-term impacts of
Japanese who studied abroad at US liberal arts colleges from 1963 to 2013.

6.What is the greatest challenge for our students today, for Japan, and for Japanese
education particularly, facing the era of globalization?

The greatest challenge for education, especially in Japan, is to prepare students
for a global society with soft skills to complement hard skills. Japanese education
and students today need to not only develop language and field-specific
knowledge to work in an increasingly diverse, global workforce but to also
develop the skills of critical thinking, creativity, flexibility, and being
comfortable with the unknown. While study abroad may be one answer, we
should also think of how we can provide transformative educational
experiences to students while they are “at-home” in their Japanese
universities.

Sarah R. ASADA

Comparative and International Education '
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