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I am writing to share some exciting news about one of
Kyoritsu women’s University’s(KWU) students currently
studying at the University of Winnipeg. Shoko Kobayakawa
was recently awarded the International Student of the Year
Award by our provincial government. The Minister of
Education and Advanced Learning, the Honourable Peter
Bjornson, presented the award to Shoko at the Manitoba
Legislature as part of the annual International Education
Week reception. Shoko submitted an application and was
selected first by the University of Winnipeg, and then by the
final selection committee comprised of members of the
Manitoba Council for International Education(MCIE).
Awards were based on three criteria: academic standing,

[REHDSDA—)U (FE32)]

is a

positive attitude and engagement, and contribution to the
community. Shoko is doing very well academically,

positive role model and leader amongst her peers, and also
volunteers regularly teaching Japanese to adults and children
here in Winnipeg. Her energy, strong work ethic, and
commitment to her peers and adopted community of
Winnipeg set her apart from many applicants. I feel
privileged to have had the opportunity to get to know Shoko,
and we are all very proud that she is a University of Winnipeg
student that found her way to us through one of our partners,
Kyoritsu Women’s University. A heartfelt congratulations to
Shoko, and a thank you to KWU for your commitment to

developing strong international ambassadors.
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