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Moéhring, Direktor des Dreildandermuseums, und
Frau Dr. Waltraud Hupfer, wissenschaftliche
Mitarbeiterin, erhalten. Ihnen beiden sei hier
herzlich gedankt. Die mit (*) markierten Fotos
wurden vom Museum aufgenommen und mir

angeboten.
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Japan Now 2019 and Of Love and Law

In February this year I visited the U.K. While
I was there, I attended a one-day event called Japan
Now at the British Library in London. It was organized
by the British Library in partnership with the
University of Sheffield and the Japan Foundation. The
event aimed to introduce aspects of Japanese culture
and society to a mostly British audience through
contemporary literature, film and photography.
Participants included the authors Yu Miri (Tokyo
Ueno Station,) David Peace (Tokyo Year Zero and
Occupied City,) Kyoko Nakajima (The Little House,)
Sayaka Murata (Convenience Store Woman,) and
Yuya Sato (Dendera.) There were also sessions with
the photographer Tomoko Yoneda and the filmmaker
Hikaru Toda (Of Love and Law.)

The day was divided into four sessions, each
attended by and introducing work produced by two
different artists. All of the sessions were interesting
and stimulating and overall they painted a refreshing
picture of the diversity and complexity of Japanese
society. This was an unusual and refreshing approach
in the UK, where Japan is frequently portrayed in

mainstream media as homogenous and conservative.

There is not enough room here to write
about all of the participants in detail, and I would like
to focus on one of them in particular: the filmmaker
Hikaru Toda.

Toda’s most recent film, Of Love and Law,
premiered at the 30th Tokyo International Film
Festival in 2017, but I did not hear about it at the

Anthony Mills

time, so I did not see it. However, it had its first
UK screenings in February and March 2019 and
fortunately I was able to go to a preview shortly after
the British Library Japan Now event.

The film is a documentary that showcases
the life and work of Fumi and Kazu, an openly gay
(male) couple in Osaka. They are both lawyers and
they run a law firm. In their work, they specialise in
representing people who are marginalized in Japanese
society. For example, they have represented an Osaka
schoolteacher who refused to stand for the national
anthem at work and who was subsequently dismissed
from her position. They have also represented clients
in the LGBTQ community, the controversial artist
Rokudenashiko and stateless individuals whose human
rights are unprotected. By showing the audience the
work of these two Osaka lawyers, and by representing
the lives of Fumi and Kazu themselves, Of Love
and Law asks questions about what it is like to be
an outsider in Japanese society, what it means to be
an individual and to what extent, if at all, things are

changing.

I found it interesting and educational to
attend the Japan Now event and to have a chance to

see Of Love and Law afterwards.

In my classes, several students have
recently expressed interest in LGBTQ issues and in
other minority groups, but they rarely know much
about them. This film provides a thought-provoking

introduction to some of these topics.
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Kyoritsu GSE Program: Creating Leaders of Tomorrow

A quality education program must inspire
and empower students to learn to become “leaders
of tomorrow”. Of course, this happens when
instructors are able to impart knowledge, but also
when we focus on learning that is indeed life-
changing and has long-term value. As such, the
fundamental objective of Kyoritsu's GSE Program is
to offer a unique and relevant academic program,
whereby the students develop in-depth knowledge,
but also a world-view that fosters critical-thinking.
Clearly, globalization now requires that universities,
including Kyoritsu, develop teaching and research
programs that give students the needed skill-set to
compete AND effectively contribute to our global
society. With this holistic and multidisciplinary
view in mind, “creating leaders of tomorrow” also
means that the Kyoritsu educational program must
be transformational by offering quality mentoring,

teaching and research.

“Creating leaders of tomorrow” requires
that the GSE Program not only pursue “effective
classroom teaching” - but equally important -
the creation of “effective learning environments”.
In practice, then, this means that students must
play an integral part of the learning process, and
that the key role of instructor is that of serving
as an effective facilitator. To emphasize, Kyoritsu

academic study is not merely a classroom activity,

Lowell John Gretebeck

but something much more: “creating leaders
of tomorrow” requires that our students learn
about their strengths and weaknesses, engage in
discussion with friends and faculty about issues
that are critical to our time, travel and learn
about people of other cultures, learn how to think
critically about Japan and world problems, and
develop a strong sense of values that will guide
them throughout their lives. Students today are
seeking this global perspective, and it is the role of
an educator to promote students’ total academic

development.

A final aspect of “creating leaders of
tomorrow” requires that educators remain engaged
in practical research that “informs” or supports
classroom teaching. Personally speaking, I am
now engaged in a research project, in cooperation
with Panasonic Corporation, to study the impact of
solar lighting on children in rural Cambodia, but
with a particular emphasis on the areas of child
education, health and safety. For me, I find this
synergy between practical research and teaching
to be of critical importance. Similarly, the Kyoritsu
GSE Program is better equipped to meet its stated
mission objectives when our teaching and research
is carried out in a manner that fosters learning
that is focused on a better understanding of the

solutions to complex global issues of our time.
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How useful are they?

These tests can be used as a minimum
or qualifying standard when trying to evaluate
the English language skills of a large number
of people, such as employees in a large firm or
potential students. The widespread requirement
for these tests can serve as motivation for many
people to study English, but not necessarily if the
focus of English language study is on learning the
techniques of taking the test. Especially for the
higher level learner, less benefit is obtained by

"studying for the test".

“Washback” is the impact of a test on teaching.
The washback effects of large-scale testing
programs on instruction are widely discussed.
Tests contain what students must learn and
therefore what must be taught, and are often
perceived as exerting a conservative force which
impedes progress (negative washback effect.)
Test takers can be taught strategies to look for
the patterns without having an understanding of
the underlying grammar involved. In one study,
two samples of students (English majors and non-
majors) at a Japanese university were divided into
three groups: 1) TOEIC Preparation, 2) Business
English and 3) General (four-skills) English. The
TOEIC preparatory group had a statistically
significant gain on scores for the non-majors'
reading component only. The authors conclude that

TOEIC preparatory materials are of little benefit to

most students, but might boost the reading score
of students in a university-level general English
course in Japan (Robb and Ercanbrack, "A Study of
the Effect of Direct Test Preparation on the TOEIC
Scores of Japanese University Students"). Since
students tend to study for a test by reviewing past
tests and concentrating on the types of language
and test items that are known to be on the tests,
it is clear that if a test can be prepared for, then it
doesn’'t measure general proficiency, but how well

people have studied for the test.

So what is the best way to improve your score?

The most useful thing you can do to
prepare for TOEIC, TOEFL, and IELTS is to (1)
increase English reading and listening speed and
(2) increase English vocabulary. Reading and
listening speed is very important. For the listening
questions, test-takers are usually only given one
chance to hear each item. The written questions,
as well as the reading passages, take time to read.
You should read and listen to English regularly,
thereby developing fluency and confidence. It is
also important to increase your vocabulary. Do
a lot of reading and listening on a wide variety
of subjects, but especially on topics that are
interesting. The more relevant and engaging the
material, the longer you can concentrate, and you

might enjoy the experience too.

Testing, testing....

TOEIC for the corporate world, and
TOEFL and IELTS for the academic world, are only
partial indicators of language proficiency, but are
convenient to implement and widely recognized.
The TOEIC test was developed by ETS, the same
firm that developed the TOEFL (Test of English as
a Foreign Language). The TOEIC is used mostly
by corporations and is particularly popular in
Japan, Korea and Taiwan, although it is growing
in popularity in Europe and elsewhere. It has the
advantage of being inexpensive, objective and fast.
The TOEFL is used to test university students and
covers a wider range of vocabulary than TOEIC.
TOEFL has multiple-choice questions similar to
TOEIC, but also tests writing and speaking ability.
[ELTS, put out by Cambridge University in the
United Kingdom is similar to TOEFL in scope and
method.

How accurate are these tests?
ETS-published studies show a close

correlation between the TOEIC test results and

Lillian Swain

results from alternative ways of evaluating
English-speaking skills, such as interviews, but
there are other independent studies which resulted
in a lower level of correlation. ETS claims that
TOEIC is a good predictor of writing and speaking
skills, even though those are not tested in TOEIC.
However, corporate language trainers in Japan
and Korea have pointed out that TOEIC is not
an accurate predictor of language skills within a
corporate environment. People with similar TOEFL
scores will often have quite different abilities to
speak and write English. Similarly, studies of I[ELTS
results and academic success show a low level
of correlation between test scores and academic
results. However, results in TOEIC, TOEFL, and
other tests correlate closely to vocabulary levels,
according to "Measuring Vocabulary Levels of
English Textbooks and Tests" by Kiyomi Chujo.
This correlation holds especially true if the
vocabulary has been acquired through a sufficient
volume of listening and reading, rather than just

by cramming.
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but to be fearless in facing them.
but for the heart to conquer it.
but to my own strength.
“Fruits-Gathering”(1916) & 9

Let me not pray to be sheltered from dangers
Let me not beg for the stilling of my pain
Let me not look for allies in life’s battlefield
Let me not crave in anxious fear to be saved

but hope for the patience to win my freedom.
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