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Oliver Twist Goes to the Movies

(with Roman Polanski, Carol Reed and Walt Disney)

Anthony Mills

The novel Oliver Twist was
originally published in serial form
between 1837 and 1839. In it, the
author Charles Dickens successfully
and graphically describes the
poverty and squalor of the slums
and backstreets of contemporary
Victorian London. He compares this
with the privileged world of the rich.
By focusing on these opposing sides
of British society, Dickens drew the
attention of his mostly middle-class
and wealthy readers to an aspect of
urban life that had remained largely
ignored by them. By describing the
conditions in which the poor were
forced to live, Dickens encouraged
his readers to examine the injustices
in society and to begin to improve
the appalling social conditions that
existed in British cities. This is a novel
with a strong and serious social and

moral message.

Oliver Twist, the novel's main character, is born in a workhouse and his unmarried mother
dies shortly after his birth. Workhouses were homes for the very poor and for people who could not
look after themselves, but in fact they were almost like prisons. After his birth, Oliver is sent to a ‘baby
farm’ for destitute children in the countryside until he is eight years old and then he has to return to the
horrors of the workhouse. Here, Oliver is almost starved. However, when he dares to ask for more food,
he is punished and sold into virtual slavery with a coffin maker and undertaker. At the undertaker’s, he
is again abused and mistreated. He runs away and makes his way to London, where he meets the Artful

Dodger, a member of a group of young street criminals and pickpockets. The unscrupulous miser,



Fagin, controls this group. Oliver is encouraged to join them. Subsequently, Dickens introduces us to a
range of carefully-drawn, complex and interesting characters from different parts of London society and
continues to follow Oliver’s fortunes. The main impressions we gain of London and of Victorian Britain
are that it was a dirty, corrupt, cruel and squalid place - and the reader also becomes aware of the
huge gap that existed between those who were at the top end of society and those who suffered at the
bottom end. Dickens exposes and condemns the fact that British society at this time was so unfair and

inhumane.

Oliver Twist is a British literary classic and it has been made into films and TV series more than

twenty times. Below, I briefly consider three of the film adaptations.

Oliver Twist (2005) was directed by Roman Polanski. It is a realistic, unsentimental re-telling
of the story. The city of London is portrayed in the film as Dickens describes it in the novel. It is dark,
noisy, foul-smelling and polluted. All kinds of corruption are found on its streets and in its slums. The
characters in the movie are for the most part faithful representations of the characters that Dickens
describes in the novel. The film received largely positive reviews from critics, although some claimed

that it lacked passion. It was quite successful with the public.

Oliver! (1968) was directed by Carol Reed and distributed by Columbia Pictures. It is a musical
and it was very successful in the year it was released, winning six Academy Awards (Oscars.) It must
have been rather difficult to recreate the dark, sinister, corrupt atmosphere of the novel in a musical
with lavish dance routines. Indeed, the film does not succeed in achieving any of the sharp social

commentary of the original. In fact, it is for the most part lively and fun.

Finally, Oliver and Company (1988)was directed by George Scribner. The production company
was Walt Disney Pictures. The setting is transferred from London in the 1830s to New York in the
1980s. The characters are mostly anthropomorphised animals, rather than humans. The Artful Dodger,
for example, has become a streetwise mongrel dog. The members of Fagin's gang of thieves are also
dogs. Oliver himself is a small ginger cat. This film is also a musical. Some aspects of the story are
faithful to the original but much has been left out. The characters are two-dimensional. The social
commentary, the key feature of the original novel, is missing entirely. Why did Walt Disney Pictures
decide to ‘adapt’ the Dickens novel in this way? It is an unusual and perplexing decision to have made.
The resulting film is entertaining and enjoyable in a superficial way, but why did the makers choose to

use Dickens for their source material?
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“What is Intelligent Management?”

Lowell John Gretebeck

What is intelligent management? Perhaps the term “intelligent management” should be added to the list
of oxymoron or words that contradict each other. The term “intelligent management” implies that management

success is something that can be taught in the classroom.

As a Professor with extensive international business experience, however, my judgement tells me
that managerial success involves more than textbook knowledge. Successful management and the successful
management of people is indeed very complex, and requires more than classroom learning. ~ With hundreds
of books already written on this subject, we are confronted with “information overload” of contradictory and
confusing theories; we have become lost in the midst of hundreds of “how to do books” on the topic of successful

management.

In 1986, Robert Fulghum addressed this important topic in his bestseller titled, All I Really Need to Know
[ learned in Kindergarten.  The author’s list of “childhood lessons learned” includes 1) share everything; 2) don't
hit people; 3) clean up your own mess; 4) don't take things that aren’t yours; 5) say you're sorry when you hurt
somebody; and 6) wash your hands before you eat. At the top of the list of lessons learned in kindergarten
is “SHARE EVERYTHING". As children, of course, we are challenged to share our toys and possessions. In
business, managers are challenged to share their time, share their thoughts and effectively communicate with their
employees. Fulghum warns that managers today are often imprisoned within the very organization in which they

work, and fail to adequately share with others.

Another well-known scholar that has influenced my views on this topic of intelligent or successful
management is Daniel Goleman, author of “Emotional Intelligence”. Goleman writes, “IQ contributes about 20% to
the factors that determine life success, which leaves 80% to other forces”. He continues by stating that “emotional
intelligence can be as powerful and at times more powerful than IQ.” This supports data that reveals that three-
fourths of college valedictorians in the U.S. are not successful in their careers. Indeed, it is often said that many
people with an IQ of 180 work for successful managers with an IQ of 100. Goleman takes this one step further by

stating that HOW we relate to other people is a key determinant of success.

In my teaching at Kyoritsu University, I continuously emphasize these two very important lessons about
managerial success: First, success in the business world is dependent on our ability to share with and care for
others. Moreover, managerial success is contingent upon developing a high level of emotional intelligence, meaning

that we need to have a healthy response to stress in the workplace and our personal lives.

In summary, intelligent management is about the importance of compassion and understanding, on the one

hand, and building healthy relationships with others, on the other.



N

\Y

YR

AY

—OOM Ev o] DH\ .mn@fj‘\/ﬁ%:ﬁww
D42°

MRAVNQIMEEZM O NI NEL RYR
VNROLRENKS WEHEGFNEE
DT M ERYR2PVNGEERIVER D
INA DA RO TN RE LT
—000 i 0 M&0 SIS
NATO (RKHEIFEHKZHEE) )6 r0RHE
RELEN WREK PJRPWNEREN
4o QUOERI D" N4 B Q i -
WIS Q@I AASSD O 4d°

Vﬁ

MR EVO VD RPRQEEM
HE O a0 A0 A)Q 0 S
W0 QBRI RN FRW R
EEL B o 0@ 1) AJ LI 46 O 3° ST
JICA( HESSREE ) WRGFHEFESH-E
RO EET O S RED QN E e
ANH O NG JICA SRRV R
@ﬁb%ﬁﬁ@4?%ok:/ﬁ«@ﬁ
KOS 5 R07 JICA RS
%E&%%&of%h?%ca&fo:o
FREDLT EEHLIERC $BER
O & 17 v S CHPEEIW O S ol

e
DIL\

kit

EWEID {10 4o 1 YEE o @ 600 1 AU T
QL WEBUMI LES S 00T
v QA SR RIERS O fodu®

MO WHRHEL OV RAVEE
RIESHONR HRECHIEVL v
MO EEON LSS B
HULECE MR WHE L —L WER
A7 1) 38 NHK @ RYING® fHE e
OEZ IESOR<SI] 1 — XKk AY

RSN I AURISOR WL IUSR
NN LB S BRI R QIO
ROPEHENR SR —L NELN RY
MNIMEE RIFQZRIME QX I
R AR AY RN N
AR B 5 B RIORKIN L ENE
HIWHEK®S M BEON)] T —XES
WA [MINBIIEE QI ROWE
BRERNE RN S QORRIEQELE
LEFEHHEN TR O#ON A SR —
NATNANAP N D0 oA [HEWRQKR
S O BDRRYINLEE R 5 8°

N O L S eI
RONNRY oD —PHUER

Pl
T

reafé

0 Q54200 1Y

57 W ROHEEV INSRITECER
NN 1?4T:ﬁbﬁcol@%&
500" EEON OCNEL” KIgE

W TEHERS O VP EE NSRS
WP QI LA OC” 2
R DEHRRIS R ROL
HO(RE ERK O NEOEEQHEHE
RN A M IHRIo 0 A SINERE RIS O
Yo

7z

O—<h 5 E - 7z [HE %

PRV LEBH LN N TIRY R LR
RHEE Y0 <
MECRHONBRRISS” NATO #1260



HEQEOWNMS TN O DN EF
B ANLENAN RO RO R

v B TE00T KIS Thid
RW S NDEHERE L RREKIVE O L°
i SHE R0 EHHQMBHMESQ M h—
INAPEOPRNVO<ERNONDANRS
MERNR ERBLKOLDISS R
VB O NSRS DPINHER LD KN
SINY INAN VD [T 2D A0 § 8 SR IR Y IR 4 3
ANEESHO U S VOGRS
S0 {17 RN D IS
WD SVIE PRV A ST RRANEEQ
KQEIY ORISR AR QR N °

BT N ZBUN T &

M

WS Nz @ZY OBEMESR

U MINRUEE o FEEER
& UNMIK (FE# N NS e D N\ m
N) SSANIREON ST RHEKRING B
D7 IR A D ) Q 1 SIS
AR ROERWIEONR” MK
WK QS NGO RFEEE S 0 HTE O™
SNMAISY o DMK Wwa<W
SONWHER MFENTEV 1) AU 5 0 40 - O
M NGO O<HIOWRIVEE L2 Q 1 S<
MR O NGO KX D NOHHERIY
L0 QL QKW N #1) AUI90° (&S
QI QM LR QIFEFETR A O (v T

RIS DRHRE Y QRIEEL
B S AR A Q| A — XK B0
0 ORIV K OR<QHIS X
HRE<LIENES VLY ENED P
AU NGO & DR<SKHQ Y
D YR FKET O 42°

NWOR RHREENENY NS
NOOw H N my YRMNSOEHEY
MO L% KW V2N WELSAID
NOONNSEEZEY 2N QEWERS
MO LNR KINHRERRELS VL0
R YESERA O VEEWERDV S
N NRKARAMAD Y S0T I NG QHE
TINERE DA MRS 2 R0 (O WE( R
WENVRSY Nooco HEmEOY
MNG JICA HEE LR 01 U L0
MET PRXURYREAIOWN TINEN
BRI ADER Q@1 A LI 46 0 40°

NoOoo W Im SHKONIREON
NN TRY RQEERTE Ky Uty
LoV LY HEQIERIEPIE N
DT EISEMQ AN RN
RENOED” EBEHERA O QLKA
IO CHEOEC Y S0 R O DR D7

MR R YR B o 08 Q BRI
SARNL—Wie” REBJICALRRA
ERRIRIX A O TN R QRIS
MR EREOV LI TN
EQEMS | M O % THIWNG JICA
BREQNK NS INFEEILDD
MOV S 0 BTV S e |
YRV N QRE O RENEK O M
NHZREMIENIR QA6 P A
CEREWELLURSD” WONR I I IH
AN DN AU 1AIIS N ° RERIEE
OVEHRMO MRS DRPREIVIER
QR L DK ORKEER QM NKL OREW
PR K I T AR RIRER A S0
W CWEKIT QB L RREWO KA
FOEANRN D 0@ P2AN R0
12N 1 < o 1) AURFE IV L 4°

NI NO—NH o mII YA
L0 LIEF RV QE EHE IS
AN TT NS IR ET o 0@ 1) AJAUSS O 2° 1T

7



N
S
JCN

Act

KY)7x

QL ET WK E N S Q1L o0 1)
A0 KIEQIEIQIEQEW
WHLONLORER N—7¢ UK
ERRNXf - vN™OQ MHgwg
WI<] WELKLW 54640’

HFe | EKRWYEO Y 5o
TAVREYHENOERS A
B8 NREN O VL]
O R0 RN NN | VKR
O ONR WENHBELZTQUUR
HISEWEQY SR M2 0
| Qfudsit” FAS I A
EENEEYECHONMS
IR ESINI S CN

i

(N

L T i
T W
w3 W
)

—o~0 B0 I8 18R
HWOIRHELIHORN- SR N v
EEDF IEQOCIRA SR

TELREN WS [RESmY O
AEIOHERRIUSQS VL MM
UieR” HKEE L RESIR EiH 0
QOB L 0o % —°

BERIVREWS
S HE EADVIEN Y 50040
Q" EORGH O AN LIS
QBB LST ERESVIEWL
REWSWILVELSMSRS | £F
PEPIRQRAIIOROCH P 1
NN HERENRES LECSEFS
HEE RG] L AIWER
B IREFR]| VBV S H4°

OIS QO REVMOER
ELSHFLEHP QWL WV
1) ) RIS LR H O IR0 1) AU I8

KR8 S0 ) A A O 3E
FEHORNM»RYIULLHL” &
NRBREWLHVL O VOO
o 210°

T@\ Mk&b@é ﬁ L
QoM EE NEE
13810 AUN IR Y 5 46 4on®

ﬁ
i<

110
S

m
fi]

EHOEESI S NGO WVER
EENEO VY MR WQERE
S 76 R EK QM RIS 50 65U 6 46 =B
AJFRKI Q JEEK A O W IR Y0 L At 4o
EEQMIRKRNEERL O e’
WO ERENPRE SN REL S
wreBoNOEENESeA H
EW O REEIW P EE
FERE AN XEESNDWIN
N RMUA—NTTNQ M5 4p Q17
BRRENRAVZRIRLORAIN

NS TR (AN T Q M0
BR) WEOHR K ExvQ



EMEDQERSAANLNERN-%
ORVRENEOND i<
QN O N v BEENEEAN

R ERE QB EIF Y S

WEO S (IS HmSny0 )18
A0 DR 0 2+ DSR2
2 A D AER D Y S A SB O

ENAY 2 E RIS < Q8
LOVEe TBREFE] KHLNe

R0 0 7 R S U E A A

RN SH” ~ EHESEN BRE
SEBRMNAYC R IEHV B N
S0OUENKRLOE EHEIMRY
(— ERNDNEDO H 0D D)
IV VRIFE O S #64” RD. D
NABRNNYIRNRYLOSW TR
IRANIRYIRY A28 Q07
MO OIEILY KWHEWRIR
B BEHpKEK Y RS
] <SNRDRAIINQ
S % N NRY LM R
TR (EORWEIZ oW SeRME
) N0 VEBLROVOEVRE
SHER [E | <S80 VEIDON
MNARIVHRR Wi

RO — IR NN REE W
L W QEFRHN OB S 3INE
RWELY KOLEENE IR
ARV DN EEb R QIEINY
IR HEEE X R R KHM A+ AL
N 1248 0 4210 0T - @ 1V R e

J

L—=hY —WELIHNIAL T—X
FBLO=EDIEC O LA mEWT
4 LB <4300 | UKD
LA SHMNROEHRE
QW KHEM WD EES o INE
IR O S T—XE
PR O VS VoHIEQE S HR
500500897 ANV PEG O
DD 4°

£
i}
i<

B B OPHR <O KK
DL U — RO e
HEEPRDE —— 00 M IhHVE
HWLI SR <PV RV E
QD" W QEEEMBRKONED
OO ThHTE < VS
ARG QEQ O W D46 5 M for
O I 5 HMQE <L SHILQ D
I O S 4o

EFHRAEH 4910 5 DA HRH IR
IS L € QIRENET e (K

EH QRN R LEOH o) HY
LA — RNV A 4o 00 A
WV QPR <P O W T K 4o 00"
RIERAME O HE RN S0ELCS
B g— g R0NDIR R HS
KK EEEN VOIS RNYTIRA
INYOIRY YRR o QL S HE S S
KD CHEPL°

RHEEN 5 RO 5 edh
MR FHEREL IR ANDNIRYT

* — EEE] (2017) RE ®EFE]
SR

¥ N RD. AN NHL HHEIEEA - HIK
B (1975) MOUAENTI St HIiR



English in the World

Lillian Swain

“English is an international language” is an expression we often use, but what does it really mean? How

long will English continue to be as important as it is now?

There are only six countries where English is the native language (the UK, US, Canada, Australia, Ireland
and New Zealand) but many more countries give English some kind of official or semi-official role. Estimates vary,
but there seem to be between 500 million and more than one billion speakers of English, either as a first or second

language.

Most important for the spread of English as an international language in the age of globalization is that
it is currently the most common means of communication between nonnative speakers. There are probably more
nonnative speakers using English with other nonnative speakers than native speakers using English with other

native speakers or with nonnative speakers.

These are all well known facts, and are the main reason why students all over the world are studying
English as hard as they can, including Kyoritsu students. But a recent article by Nicholas Ostler of the Foundation
for Endangered Languages claims that we have "reached peak English in the world", and the prominence of English

is bound to decline as China becomes more important.

The same kind of thing happened to previous transnational languages, or lingua franca. When historical
changes occurred, they fell out of use. In the 17th century, French replaced Latin as the common language of
Europe, after Latin held that position for 1500 years. Farsi was the common language of Muslim countries for 800
years until it was replaced by Russian and English in the 19th century. If we have indeed reached "peak English",

then it will have been the dominant world language for only about two hundred years.

So why study English, one might wonder, if it's on its way out? First of all, it's good to remember that being
multilingual is normal in a large part of the world, although English is not necessarily always one of the languages
spoken. Southeast Asians, Europeans, and Latin Americans learn languages without considering it a particularly
special accomplishment. The story of Adul Sam-on, one of the young soccer players recently rescued from the cave
in Thailand, is a good example. He was born in the border region of Thailand, Myanmar, and Laos, and speaks Thai,
Burmese, Mandarin, and English, as well as his native tongue, Wa, the language of his ethnic minority. That was a
good thing, as it turned out, since he was able to interpret for the two British divers who found the team trapped in

the cave.

For most of us, knowing more than one language might not be a matter of life or death, or at least we
hope not. But in a sense it can give us a similar lifeline out into the world. The goal is not just to learn the rules of

grammar and lists of vocabulary items. It's to make a connection.

Ostler, Nicholas. "Have We Reached Peak English in the World?" The Guardian. 27 Feb. 2018.
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2018/feb/27/reached-peak-english-britain-china
Thurman, Judith. "Maltese for Beginners". The New Yorker. Sept. 3, 2018.
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“The Joys of International Research Trips”

Sarah Renee Asada

In the GSE program, I teach courses about US society and culture, global issues, and social research
methodology. In my zemi, students focus on how education, society, and culture interact in the US. One of the

most common question from my students is: “What kind of research do you do about education?”

My main research is about the internationalization of higher education in the US and Japan. I focus on
how study abroad experiences influence individuals throughout their lives. I am also interested in how study

abroad fosters deeper relationships between two countries.

In the summer of 2017, I was invited to join a research project at the JICA Research Institute (JICA #ff
%) about the impacts of studying abroad on national development and diplomacy in developing countries.
This research project allows me the great opportunity to expand my research to the contexts of ASEAN
countries. As a part of this research project, I collaborate with prominent
Japanese researchers, JICA experts, and local researchers in Cambodia,
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Vietnam. I am also responsible for the case
study of Vietnam, so I will visit Vietnam a number of times over the next

several years.

In May, I visited Vietnam for the
first time with the research team. We
held meetings with various people in
government ministries and universities.
We also interviewed groups of university
professors and government officials that

studied abroad in Japan. Quick Lunch Between Meetings City Landscape (Hanoi, Vietnam)
(Hanoi, Vietnam)

Vietnam National University, Hanoi (Hanoi, Vietnam) Hanoi University of Science and Technology (Hanoi, Vietnam)



International Meeting (Bangkok, Thailand)

City Landscape (Bangkok, Thailand) Dinner with Research Team Local Dessert
(Bangkok, Thailand) (Bangkok, Thailand)

In November, I joined the research team to attend international meetings in Bangkok, Thailand. We
presented the research project at the “Third Stakeholders’ Meeting on Indicators for Internationalization of Higher
Education in Asia and the Pacific”, which was co-organized by UNESCO Bangkok and the Graduate School of
Education of the University of Tokyo. We also met our local researchers from Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and

Vietnam to discuss the research project.

I have also travelled to Cambodia, England, Mexico, and the United States this year for my own research
to attend meetings, conduct interviews, and make presentations at international academic conferences. During my

travels, it is always a pleasure to talk with other researchers from around the world and share my research.

[ am also thankful for the reminder my international travels provide me: the joys of navigating new
countries and meeting people from around the world. In England, I made new friends and learned about education
in various countries with researchers from Argentina, Laos, Syria, and India. This was all thanks to English being
our common language. However, when English is not widely used, simple daily tasks can be difficult. In Mexico, I
entered a store to ask for directions. The person said, “Yo no hablo inglés” (I don't speak English). I then asked for
directions with a small amount of Spanish I remembered from my high school days and some gestures. In the end,

somehow we could communicate, and I was able to go to my next destination.

I look forward to sharing my travel experiences with students in my classes and future essays.

More Information:
JICA-RI Research Project Information
Japanese: https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-ri/ja/research/strategies/strategies 20180401-20210331.html

English: https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-ri/research/strategies/strategies 20180401-20210331.html



https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-ri/ja/research/strategies/strategies_20180401-20210331.html
https://www.jica.go.jp/jica-ri/research/strategies/strategies_20180401-20210331.html

=h
HE

—_
f—y

FEANICH EN LT LT

=2

MR TS (PSRRI 78 TR & [T
B S{BRYVEH LS S Hfe®
Ve MHE | BHvERVERSHIR
WO LPQ L ®ImMEIHQ
O HILEPLREE Y | 20 O A
WEINSH° DR FEVRESD
SHENLSVWOEMRENN OHS R
YHEHEREYRIVIEIS MHE] 8
0% [H(E ] VS0 0EH QS
St °

DI FHEVPRR|/N S A
WEoDO M MHwm] Wissed
MAUFROLCIRS WM RBRY
FE<HEWHC MEONKL 0
EFOWRACHOHME o810
OR<LREFVRISVERHNY &
BE<TEZVROAN | BEWROL
MESOMER RO De” TEINY
Q5 P BRI 03810 1) A R B B 1
fo? BT NO—o00 i o mXmis

MR~ o7 co MW HEEIT ) Y

DHNQ L QRO<KQIES
IO 201 QEFEHIN DL
VRIOMER | 1460 A e

WE OB “EREER chéngshuang-
chéngduis (FRUA610) 4550 21004
NSRBI RIOK-FREE L B 1 o RIE 14
T WERAIK N O W0 S At

ERQHFOVOLR ML R
SHfe’ ME< W ] QEWEWS
oSN RT [HRINGRS) &R0
BHEHRY SV ORESTE< I3
DR FE<R L WROEET
Kofehe (=&&HE) v 3 R
N M EY SN R THE &0 | TEE
Bou@ | WIHE e XE, NEEw

A SNV QESERIEQLN
EER BHQY% L&V Y
EKIFVEEVCSES WORKHEL
MR 0o BE FEHS™M
PO WP KEFQREINL To) WED
HESHANL—NA— L QRIS
IEPNMVIROLCSR REFE I HK
o Q¥R O S TR ER A NS 4.0 ~650\°

P PH N Noow ERERD A
VAXNQE#HIEFIIONS VR R
HE > AV D DRI (100) KO
~ QIO EERERK S ONER
FERD AN D JRYMER ~ o
210 00 M-HE 250 W B HKAE R IE
MLHFRC BROMBMORMIRN
A SN EHE Y IXER D6 D47 {XRW
P QAL EEEK” 00 I 00 M- oo Hr I EE
NGt SNEl SN EVINF ot ' SR FELEN N Ry N}
Nobort MEHRSRY% S VWL (o)
HH QN RSN | AN
FHE<RM 5 #6042° JudoR 2K



REAN DD FEERIINC S RN
o MBI T S | AUKTIE D460
NR" TIEES S SR B0
RVBL LV L0EEY EBRET

o0 1) AV HUAS 5 AIED S 4o

HEHOQ “H, BV RONNKYK—
/%lxl,n/.xﬁn.ﬁljbf_b T::wuﬂué.ﬂf Hv.i.m*a/o

HARCHZRE VI EENX QIR
SEIN R sicailiy A S0 EIEE QOENED
NERMRELSN S0 B, #6838

BRI O W ON DN XKYEROTEN
BN 5N QR RO QIR
O SET BN A BN xiéyine GR
IR EDOHL B 500) Q107 TR
WHEBEWDRNS BREFENLRLN
B QR NL —EEREREIr IO [
RWRAFN<LP SH640° WS ] &
AT R 04D 8210 D WA — MR <A
FH<QEHR Y HIEE RIS Q0 Y for
R FHQ¥HI mKQ | Q%K IN
RN BEESRMS 40 [

IR (] QY o] Wi
MM NI QOS5 AN LI BA S 4o

EFHIfEQUELKUORELH Ry NEP
RO <AVEFE<QERIES O v 5
NN SR BIOR<LAU O TS
M) VEORIIQ LREQ CIOFH
PR FE<EN0 S L JEHD
SR KU HFK tianchang-dijiu: (5
Q6 P RLQIOS 5 ) A SRR
D5 0 NN NKYEZD HE)
KU LIRS IIOFN (U n°

HFHSIE o m o MBHIEFL K10
BLI LS QBE QRS WP e HEE
EEIee THEE] RISOHR° O
KO MEWem WMo R" H
HWEOURROHDL WOHKTES

EOHRONVOEKSERVS
o BOFAIWE KOs oNHIE
Ao r@HP N 210 THHES | A5
NUQS Y S 464

M o387 e & e 1J AU A D
NN T T )T SE e &
1 RED IR SES M4
—oo00 e Kk | VoW ENE
R ERIRIIRIOE S I 5 o
R SR QDB NYRE I
SO S 0 6100180204 v
SH640° 10 Q S EIF X I T - FE
KOERI LD AVNVv RVEL S RO
TR SRR AIE LR U .S
CoOQERN IV QFHEHEQ EEHINS
HOHUIN S CHREO RO
NS PL

MO No —a B EE VS (R
TEERERCE) GEREHIE) &0 X
" (mishou) A ¥ #e. (chashou)
REBEIVSIO AL OP N K
o, BHBORKELIOREVCNS
1810 5 B0 QLW 5 1o O H
PEEWLSNLKBKERVR R HHE
HR RO CHRFEVOVEE QX

R BEEYSHENEOC S
el W IVR MKHEHK Q S
A O VIR EER Q 4810 F HIHE Q #5HI
KRS EHEREY ONR”
<HFHMEQELWRIRe JEE L T
— 000 HQIEEWRNIEDP RV L’
WEREVOVOEFERANS UEVES
OCCSHVE O VS H#640°

1) Q A IFEN L R F o @ F M Q1Y
PR O S RO BHE
T @D QU R” T Tk " &k )"
M) B TR~ TR W
DREBEAVOMVEREYREVSHNS
LN QA Q8 R EF
OGS Too] NLOFEN(SOESN
BRI L RABIL S’



Modern Democracy and its Consequences

Craig Mark

Citizens of countries with democratic political systems have the right to vote in elections. The
outcome of an election or referendum can result in major policy changes, which can shift the direction
of a country’s politics in very significant ways. This can be observed in recent and upcoming events in

some of the world’s major democracies, including Japan.

In the United Kingdom (UK) the Conservative Party’s main promise to retain power in the 2015
national election was to hold a referendum on exiting the European Union (EU), which became known as
‘Brexit’. It was largely expected by then Prime Minister David Cameron that the result would be a vote
to ‘remain’. However, the 2016 referendum result was a narrow victory for Brexit, leading to Cameron’s
resignation, and Theresa May becoming Prime Minister. An early election in 2017 resulted in a minority
coalition government with the Northern Ireland-based Democratic Unionist Party, which threatens a ‘hard

border’ being reimposed with the Republic of Ireland.

The Brexit plan Prime Minister May negotiated with the EU, due to be implemented from
March 2019, has so far failed to win approval from Parliament, and she has faced down a leadership
challenge vote from within the Conservative Party. A successful vote of no confidence in her
government would bring on another early election. This could see a possible change of government to
the opposition Labour Party in 2019, and possibly another Brexit referendum. The 2015 election and
2016 referendum therefore brought on a period of great uncertainty in British politics, something most

voters in the UK would not have anticipated.

In the United States, President Donald Trump defied expectations by winning the Republican
primaries, and then defeating Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton in the 2016 national election.
Trump proclaims a populist nationalist agenda, reflected in his slogans such as ‘America First’, and ‘Make
America Great Again’. Trump’s main domestic policy achievement has been a large tax cut for wealthy
people and corporations. In foreign policy, Trump has withdrawn the US from international treaties
such as the Paris Agreement on climate change, and the Trans-Pacific Partnership. The US has also

raised tariffs on allies like Japan, as well as on strategic competitors like China.



The mid-term elections of 2018 saw a reversal of fortunes for the Republican Party in the US
Congress though. While the Republicans retained control of the Senate, the Democratic Party won back
a majority in the House of Representatives. The consequence of this election result is that the Trump
Administration will find it difficult to pursue further legislative goals, which may even result in a federal
government shutdown. It also means President Trump will face even greater critique from Congress
over various potential criminal activities, such as collusion with Russia during the 2016 election, which
is already under scrutiny from several independent investigations. As potential candidates for the
Democratic Party primaries start exploring options for their campaigns, the 2020 presidential election

is certain to be hotly contested.

In Australia, a national election is also due in 2019. Opinion polls indicate that largely due
to recent leadership instability in the ruling Liberal Party, a change of government is likely. The
conservative Liberal-National Party Coalition, which has been in power since 2013, is considered
likely to lose power to the social democratic Labor Party. This could result in changes to a range of
policies, including for environmental protection, housing affordability, treatment of refugees, and also a

referendum on whether Australia should become a republic.

In Japan, the next election for the Upper House of Councillors is due in 2019, which could
affect the ability of the Liberal Democratic Party government to pass legislation, should it lose the
majority it currently enjoys with its minority coalition partner Komeito. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe is
determined to continue to try to modify Japan's constitution for the first time, regarding the role of the
Self-Defense Forces, by 2020, before he finally completes an historic third term as Prime Minister in
2021. This would require a referendum to be held, following successful passage of relevant bills in the
Diet.

Since the voting age in Japan has been lowered to 18, young people now enjoy the right to
vote, and subsequently have the responsibility to inform themselves of the issues and policies that will
be under contention. All Japanese university students, including those at Kyoritsu Women's University,

now share the opportunity to exercise their democratic rights as responsible citizens.
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