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1.“This is what democracy looks like! Or is it?”
Lillian Swain
Americans living abroad are able to vote by absentee ballot ( ~N1E &

2= ), so last fall, | sent my vote by post for the US presidential election.

According to the United States Elections Project, an all-time record
number of people voted along with me, breaking the previous record of the
number of Americans who voted in 2008, when Barack Obama was elected.
Still, that means only 60 percent of the people who could vote actually voted,
and Donald Trump became president by receiving the votes of only around

30 percent of the people.

Unfortunately, this was not unusual. The number of people who come
out to vote in US elections is low; for the last 30 years, the turnout has stayed
between 50 and 60 percent. The US ranks 31st among the 35 countries
in the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD),
according to the Pew Research Center. Meanwhile, Belgium had an 87.2

percent turnout rate in a recent (2014) election.

How about Japan? Voter turnout in the July 10th, 2016 Upper House
election was 54.70 percent, the fourth-lowest on record. That was the first

time that 18- and 19-year-olds could vote.



According to the final tally, 51.17 percent of 18-year-olds and 39.66
percent of 19-year-olds voted in the election. These rates were lower than
the total average of 54.70 percent, but higher than the rate of voters in their

twenties, which was 33.37 percent.

Why did 18-year-olds vote more than 19-year-olds? Various reasons
have been suggested, but one is that most 18-year-olds were high school
students at the time, and participated in voter education programs at school.
If that is true, then it seems that high schools had a positive effect on voting
rates. We in the university need to try harder to encourage voting by talking
about issues at stake in elections, and helping each other understand the

critical importance of using our voices, and our votes.

(2017.4.18)
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10."What does it mean to be poor?”
Dr. Lowell Gretebeck
What does it mean to be poor? This is a basic question that students in
my Global Issues class have attempted to answer during the term. Of course,
the definition for the word “poor” has many different meanings, depending
on the place of an individual’s birth. For me, growing up in the United States,
“poor” could mean not buying a new car, or perhaps having to postpone a

summer trip to Disneyland.

As my students pointed out, however, being “poor” in South Asia means
something completely different: for million of people, “poor” means a reduced
life expectancy, a lack of food, poor nutrition and a lack of safe drinking water.
Other students correctly noted that “poor” can also mean the inability to read

and write or attend school

It is estimated that over one-half of the world population - three billion
people - still live in poverty, which is defined as those who live on less that
two dollars a day. What these numbers to not tell is the fact that poverty
seriously affects children and women. The United Nations estimate that
100 million children under the age of five die each year due to illness and
malnutrition. Million of other children remain on the streets and are subject to
a life of crime and illiteracy. Clearly, in this age of internet and CNN news, the

gap between the rich and the poor have become even more visible.
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In response to this important issue of poverty, students often ask the
question, “how can individual people - including students - really make a
difference in ending poverty in our world™? This is a basic question that we will
continue to explore in our classes in the International Studies Department. |
invite you to join our classes as we seek an answer to this question and make

the world a happier place to live for all people.
“Every time you smile at someone, it is an action of love, a gift to that person,
a beautiful thing.”

- Mother Teresa

(2017.7.4)
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ECETTEDON? BEIICNMATIREATEREENKRER T — LY INDT
QU377 5E FHRETEENONIEZE, TNERHITIEEZEFIIBELZSD,
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FITANDIENHEKFELED, BLRUGRMAEICHEEN TGN >0 ERIC
INAG B EF B o=EREELTLY
F£9., TTDT, BESANTAIORERICEZL=ELEL BEMER>TED.
DOANDFIZESBANEFH>TH TR,

EHREBREZYMZ, b AICRULSNC T FE/M Kb ER Sz, SER/F>
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BEAER., WXE 2 AR+ aESHDY, BEHEOEEDHFRINHDE, Proposal
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UCORFNIEREINEWNDIZa—ANBYELZ, ¥=TIL - K- (/UTIEBRT
AHAANELTHIHTLERZRELBY, RFICHOE>THRELENVIHEOHERZ
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22 .“Kazuo Ishiguro, The Remains of

the Day and Downton Abbey”
Anthony Mills

| was pleased for two reasons when Kazuo Ishiguro won the Nobel
prize in literature in October this year. First of all, | am a fan of Ishiguro’s
work, so | was happy for his success. | particularly like the early novels A
Pale View of Hills and An Artist of the Floating World, both of which are set in
post-WW?2 Japan and draw on Ishiguro’s childhood memories. | am also very
impressed by the dystopian Never Let Me Go, which, among other things,
explores issues related to human cloning.

The second reason | was pleased, however, was that on the day after
the prize was announced | received a text message from a former Kyoritsu
student. She wrote to me because Ishiguro winning the Nobel prize had
reminded her of when she was an undergraduate in Hachioji and we had
studied the novel The Remains of the Day in her 3rd-year seminar. It was
good to get this message and to think that a former student from many years
ago still remembered her classes at Kyoritsu fondly.

The Remains of the Day is Ishiguro’s most famous novel and it was
made into a successful film starring Anthony Hopkins and Emma Thompson.
It tells the story of the unraveling of the life and world of a butler in a British
stately home. It is concerned with themes of tradition, social class, memory

and duty.

65



In early November, | was watching television at home one evening and
the popular British drama series Downton Abbey was being shown on NHK.
| enjoy watching this series. Although it is less than realistic and is more of a
soap opera than a serious historical drama, it is entertaining and it is worth
watching just to see the clothes and the hats. The story deals with the lives
and fortunes of an aristocratic British family and their servants in the first half
of the twentieth century. While | was watching, however, | began to compare
the world depicted in Downton Abbey with Ishiguro’s portrayal of life in a
stately home in The Remains of the Day. When it comes down to it, Ishiguro’s
imaginary world is much more interesting, satisfying and worth spending time

on.

(2017.11.14)
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25.“Understanding Global Issues”
Sarah Asada

Global issues. When you hear this, what comes to mind?

Climate change. Terrorism. Poverty. Famine. Child labor. Inequality. Education.
War.

These are common global issues that my students think of when we discuss
global issues. Why do we, as individuals and nations, feel a strong desire to address

global issues?

First, we must consider the definition of a global issue. Many countries around
the world face a variety of problems, but how do we know which problems are global
issues? If the problem impacts a large number of people in different countries, then
it becomes a global issue. Global issues are so big that they need more than one
country to solve. Global issues impact so many people in a variety of countries that

we, as humans, feel responsible to help fix the problems.

In 2015, the United Nations announced the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). There are 17 SDGs that aim to “end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure
that all people enjoy peace and prosperity” by 2030 This is not the first time the world
has come together to address global issues. In 2000, the Millennium Development
Goals (MDGs) were adopted by the United Nations. The MDGs proclaimed eight
international development goals to be achieved by 2015. One of the important
features of the SDGs is that in includes both developing countries and developed

countries unlike the MDGs that focus on developing countries.
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If we dig below the surface of developed countries, we can see there are
still many improvements to be made to help the lives of all their people. In the GSE
Program, | teach a course called “Contemporary Global Issues lIl.” In this class, we

explore global issues that occur in the societies of the US and UK.

An important part of the class is the group research project. Each group
decides their own global issue. Next, group members work together to research and
become experts on the global issue. At the end of the semester, each group teaches
the class about the importance of the global issue and how it impacts the US and
UK. This year groups are exploring issues surrounding violence, religion, global

warming, health, clean water and sanitation, immigration, sexuality, and poverty.

SDGs. Gender. Mommy Tax. Fatherhood Bonus. Diplomacy. Soft Power.

Disney. Security. Teachers. Children. Education. Development.

What do all of these words have in common? Well, you will have to join my

class to find out!

Until then, you can visit https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs to learn

more about the SDGs and what the world is trying to achieve by 2030.

(2017.12.4)
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29."Japan’s International Relations”
Craig Mark

Which countries do you think are most important for Japan? Is it the USA?
America has been Japan’s military ally since the Security Treaty of 1951, and has
promised to protect Japan ever since. The US is also an important trading partner,
and source of investment, including importing popular American culture such as
music, fast food, and Disney! Of all the world’s leaders, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe so
far appears to have developed the closest personal relations with controversial US
President Donald Trump.

s it China? It is Japan’s largest trading partner, with ever-higher numbers of
tourists and students visiting Japan. A rising economic and military power, China
also has a territorial dispute with Japan. But are Japan’s other near neighbours more
important? South Korea also has a territorial dispute as well as other historical issues
with Japan, but it is a popular source of imported culture, particularly TV dramas and
K-pop. North Korea is currently the most serious security threat to Japan, due to its
recent missile tests near and even over Japan.

How about the other countries in the Asia-Pacific region? Japan gives a large
amount of Overseas Development Aid (ODA) to the ASEAN countries, as well as
high amounts of foreign investment. Japan is also increasing its security ties with
countries such as Vietnam and the Philippines. Trade and security links with India,
another major rising economy, are also increasing.

What about Europe? Japan has recently concluded an Economic Partnership
Agreement with the European Union, which is the second-largest economy in the
world, after the US. Japan has also improved its diplomacy with Russia, which aims
to increase trade and investment, and resolve the territorial dispute between Russia

and Japan.
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There are also cultural as well as trade and investment ties to Latin America, through
the descendants of Japanese migrants to Brazil and Peru. Japan is also seeking
to increase trade and investment with Africa and the Middle East, although these
regions are sources of international security concerns, such as armed conflicts and
terrorism.

Finally, how important is the relationship between Japan and Australia? After a
Commerce Agreement in 1957, and a Treaty of Friendship and Co-operation in 1976,
Japan remains Australia’s second largest trading partner, particularly in minerals and
other commodity exports. The Japan-Australia Economic Partnership Agreement
was concluded in 2015, which has further increased trade. Both Japan and Australia
share the US as their main ally, and the three countries regularly hold the Trilateral
Strategic Dialogue. The Japanese Self-Defense Force and the Australian Defence
Forces have been increasing cooperation in security training, and previously
participated together in Peacekeeping Operations in Cambodia, East Timor, and Iraq.

As we can see, in this complex interconnected world, Japan has important
relations with many different countries. To better understand these relationships, the
Faculty of International Studies is a perfect place for Kyoritsu Women’s University

students to learn more about them.

(2018.1.15)
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