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the Study of Literature
C. Hoskins
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We think a lot about what sort of education we
want to provide for our students, what set of skills
can most benefit our students in their lives after
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graduation. Communication skills are obviously
one of the most essential sets of skills that we can

irﬁuﬁiﬁ‘

0N
KAPWEY IV 50Q10R0° XS
BRIWEO VY 201N S
B L O KA O MRS % N
AN FRJIREDR AR OA00°
KU i UBOe< L0
AU SHOUNIARERIRN 5108
R RS ER I A X E Htsik 1
MRDANNRE N REVERES
R AN SR F e

For the most part, our students spend their time

and energy merely reacting to literature. In and of
itself, that sort of learning experience has meaning
and merit, and can be motivating and enjoyable for

students. That being said, for students to directly

communication skills, storytelling skills are extremely
engage in storytelling themselves, and then relate their own experiences

important and something that we as an arts and
literature department are uniquely equipped to

help our students develop. I would add that among
foster.

creating fiction to their study of established writers and works could be much

more meaningful and motivating.
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The same assertions can be made concerning the study of setting in
literature, or the use of themes, motifs and symbolism, or other literary devices
such as foreshadowing, allusion, allegory, imagery, irony, humor, suspense,

metaphor, simile, personification, satire, and many others.
Creators of literature are the most knowledgeable and enthusiastic fans of

Any study of narrative structure has much more meaning and relevance
when the person doing the study has experience planning out the structure of
a story of their own. Any study of the roles of characters, such as protagonists,
antagonists or various types of supporting characters, has far more meaning
and relevance to a student who’s worked on developing their own characters
literature in the same way that someone who’s played a sport understands
and enjoys that sport more than someone who hasn’t, or how someone with

and fleshing out their personalities, relationships and character arcs.
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musical experience enjoys listening to music with a broader and deeper
frame of reference than someone who’s never played. Why not trade some
of the class hours spent reading and analyzing literature for hours spent
helping students develop their storytelling skills through guided fiction writing
practice? We could give our students a much more meaningful frame of
reference from which to appreciate, analyze and discuss literature. We can
also deepen their intellectual curiosity and motivation, as well as help them
build useful communication skills that they use throughout their lives.
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