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seals, Harada assumed there was simply paperwork to sign in order to receive payment for the

project.

Instead, art critic Masaru Katsumi said: “I would like to ask you all to relinquish your
copyright on the designs so that they may be given to society.”

There was no complaint from the team members, who all signed and sealed the agreement.
Harada, who was the group’s youngest member, aged 25 at the time, said: “I felt proud, like I
was representing Japan.”

When shown the new childcare and Akechi pictograms, Harada gave them high marks: “I
think they capture the distinct characteristics [of the subjects] with an interesting dynamism.”

“Even if we speak different languages, our bodies move in similar ways the world over,” he

said. “That’s why I think people will continue to relate and respond to [these pictograms] even

if the times change. I look forward to seeing what new pictograms will emerge in the future.”
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The Yomiuri Shimbun Courtesy of the city of Fukuchiyama
Performers act out pictograms during the Tokyo Olympics Warlord Akechi Mitsuhide, hair in a samurai top-knot,
opening ceremony at the National Stadium on July 23. presents his wife with a heart. The pictogram’s title,

“aisaika,” means a devoted husband.
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A JA logo Tandem-shopping Baby-lifting
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