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To switch on the television, or open a newspaper in the privacy of one’s own front room, is
to engage in an act of spatial transcendence: an identifiable physical location — home — confronts
and encompasses the globe. But such an action, the reading or the viewing, has other spatial
referents. It links us with others, our neighbors both known and unknown, who are
simultaneously doing the same thing. The flickering screen, the flapping page, uniting us
momentarily, but at least during the twentieth century quite significantly, in a national
community. Yet to share a space is not necessarily to own it; to occupy it does not necessarily
give us rights. Our experiences of media spaces are particular and often fleeting. We rarely
leave trace, barely a shadow, as we engage with those, the others, whom we see or hear or read
about.

Our daily passage involves movement across different media spaces and in and out of media
space. Media offer us structures for the day, points of reference, points to stop, points for the
glance and the gaze, points for engagement and opportunities for disengagement. The endless
flows of media representation are interrupted by our participation in them. Fragmented by
attention and inattention. Our entry into media space is at once both a transition from the
quotidian to the liminal and an appropriation by the quotidian of the liminal. The media are

both of the everyday and at the same time alternatives to it.

Roger Silverstone, Why Study The Media ? 15 Edition, 1999, pp7-8
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